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Preface

The people of the world are confronting numerous problems, such as poverty, dictatorship, war, pollution, religious fundamentalism and terrorism.  It is the duty of concerned individuals, freedom-loving forces and political groups relying on wisdom, science and humanitarianism to resolve these problems.

After September 11, 2001, in the US, the policy of countering fundamentalism and terrorism is at the top of the agenda of many governments.  Still, the people of the world are worried about the spread of fundamentalism, terrorism as well as war and bloodshed.  What has preoccupied the concerns of the majority of the people around the world, democratic political movements and civilized governments of the world is how to confront fundamentalism and terrorism and how to help the people of the world can live together in peace and tranquility?

Arguably, the center of fundamentalism and terrorism is mostly concentrated in Islamic countries, particularly those in the Middle East. Before we present policy proposals on how to confront and resolve the problems of fundamentalism and terrorism, we have to understand the causes and reasons for the formation of these centers which use terrorism, destruction and hatred.

1. The Role of Ideology in the Formation of Fundamentalism and Terrorism:

Islamic fundamentalists — especially after the rise to power of Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran — with an ideological interpretation of religion, believe that they have “divine mission” to establish an “Islamic International” to fight against the West and Zionism.   After the collapse of the USSR, this interpretation of religion has gained support among the so-called “reformist” Islamic factions.  Today, the theoreticians of Islamic fundamentalism interpret and understand the religion of Islam as an ideology which is an instrument for the liberation of “world’s dispossessed” and for fighting against “global imperialism.”

Islamic fundamentalist centers use all-encompassing efforts to use education and propaganda in schools, in families, in society, and in the region and the world to present the religion of Islam as a “liberating ideology.”  They argue that God has sent this ideology so that they can gain political power so that they can struggle and fight against Western political and cultural domination and they regard their government ad “Divine Government.”  The main center of these propaganda after the 1979 revolution in Iran was concentrated in Iran and the leaders of the Islamic Republic established numerous centers to “export the Islamic revolution to other countries” in order to accomplish their own goals.  The Islamic Republic established numerous publication in various languages and many radio and television stations in order to propagate fundamentalism and terrorism.  The diplomatic, cultural and trade centers of Iran became centers for plotting to establish secret networks for implementing terrorist operations. Kidnapping, hostage taking, bombing various military and embassies, and assassinating opposition and dissidents of the regime all around the world was placed at the top of the agenda of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Islamic fundamentalist groups in Egypt, Sudan, Algeria, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, Arabia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, as well as the republic in Central Asia and the Far East modeled themselves after the Islamic Republic of Iran and based on their own countries using their own cultural, historical and social conditions took steps to grow. 

2. The Role of Dictatorship, Social Backwardness, Poverty, and Hopelessness in the Formation and Growth of Fundamentalism and Terrorism: 
The leaders of the ideologies which are based on fundamentalism, destruction, and terrorism try to use poverty, hopelessness, and closed milieu, lack of freedom and democracy, cultural and social backwardness to advance their perspectives.  Fundamentalism and terrorism cannot take root in those polities which enjoy open political space, freedom, democracy, prosperity, tranquility, and security from arbitrary government.

3. Malevolent Use of the Religious Beliefs of the Masses in Order to Take Political Power: Political analysis of several countries shows that taking advantage of religious beliefs of the masses in order to capture political power (Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and some Arab countries), will in the final analysis spread fundamentalism and terrorism in these countries and in the Middle East. 

4. Arab-Israeli Wars and the Issue of Palestine:

After the formation of the Israel in 1948, several wars between Arabs and Israelis occurred and resulted in large sections of the Palestinian people being exiled.  These wars which had political, national, and religious roots, gave rise to mutual hatreds.  This hatred became a major cause in the formation of fundamentalist and terrorist organizations.  Not only have they impacted the domestic politics of the affected countries, but also impacted the relations among states in the region and around the world.

Policy Proposals for Iranian Democratic Forces for creation a” National Coalition Council of Iran” and for Countering Terrorism in the Middle East and Central Asia:
In our view, the four aforementioned factors had determining impact on the rise of fundamentalism and terrorism and continue to exert influence.  Therefore, in counter fundamentalism and terrorism, we have to change those factors.

Because in many societies, fundamentalism and terrorism have social and cultural roots, quick change in those dominant relations would not be possible.  So, in the process to confront them, we should implement wise policies.  Hence, the political, social and forms of struggles could be divides into two kinds: first, immediate and short term policies; and long-term policies.

Immediate and Short Term Policies:

1. To respect the values and principles of liberty, democracy and human rights necessitates that democratic government and parties around the world (in particular the US and Europe) openly and explicitly defend he democratic rights of the people of the world and in particular to recognize and support the democratic opposition in Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

2. We believe that establishing peace between Arab countries and Israel, guaranteeing the security of Israel, and establishing an independent state for the Palestinian people, could help put an end in fundamentalism and terrorism in the Middle East.  And we believe that the US and Europe could have a determining role in establishing peace in the Middle East if they take a neutral stand between the two antagonistic sides.

3. There are governments in the Middle East that use “state terrorism” as major part of their policy and use various terrorist groups to murder others. The Islamic Republic of Iran, is the main state terrorist regime that according to numerous documents and evidence has conducted terrorist operations in Europe and the American continents.  But in order to promote their trade interests, many democratic countries have totally ignored the principles of democracy and human rights and have continued to have normal relations with this state terrorist regime.

In our view, it is imperative to confront those regimes that promote terrorism by recognizing the democratic opposition and supporting them.  Moreover, the foreign policies of the US and European countries should place in their agenda the conditions to change dictatorial and terrorist regimes like the regime ruling Iran.

Long Term Policies to Confront and Fight Extremism and Terrorism:

Extremism and terrorism have phenomena that have roots in political, economic, cultural and education conditions in some societies.  Therefore, one could not change these conditions merely with a military invasion; and in some cases such a military invasion may even exacerbate those condition. To solve these problems it is necessary to implement the following policies:

1. To support the democratic forces in these countries (and not the corrupt and opportunistic opposition groups) in order to help the long term democratization process and assist in the creation of elected government and respect principles of pluralism and parliamentary democracy.

2. The create regional economic and political institutions among all the countries of the Middle east and Central Asia and investments by advanced industrialized countries (US, Europe, Japan, Canada, etc).  The countries in the region, which posses resources such as crude oil and natural gas and sufficient human resources, could use the capital and technology of advanced countries and in a process rebuild their countries.

Cooperation among the countries of the region and the advanced countries would:

a. the countries of the region could change their underdeveloped economic, social, cultural, and educational institutions and advance and develop and modernize;

b. with job creation, social prosperity, and political democracy, one can uproot fundamentalism and terrorism in these societies and bring security in each country and in the region;

c. to sell oil, natural gas and other natural resources in the open markets of the world, and improve the relationships between the people of this region with the Western world in all aspects and replace hatred and animosity with friendship and coexistence.

Policy Proposal for Iranian pro-democracy Forces to Change the Ruling Regime and Building Iran:

Considering that the mass opposition of the Iranian people against the fundamentalist and terrorist regime ruling Iran has reached unprecedented heights;

Considering that the spontaneous movement of the people continues unabated and in this process the youth and women of Iran have played spectacular roles;

Considering that the contradictions between the various internal factions of the theocratic ruling regime exists, but the so-called reformist ruling factions have not cut the umbilical cord to the fundamentalists, and lack the vision, the will and the necessary wisdom to implement reforms and establish democracy;

Considering that due to the despotic rule of the Shah and widespread use of terror and repression in the Islamic Republic large numbers of political activists and leader have been killed and for long years the people of Iran have been deprived of individual liberties and social freedoms, freedom of the press and political parties, the people who oppose the regime have not been able to organize and create a democratic alternative to replace the regime.  But these conditions, a large social movement has entered the scene which wants to change the ruling system and implement democratic changes in Iranian society.  Therefore, it is the duty of us and other pro-democracy activists to organize this implicit democratic movement into explicit democratic alternative with a democratic platform to help the struggle to change the ruling regime and rebuild our country.

We announce that, we, a group of Iranians who support democracy, secular government, with diverse ideologies and political attachments have gathered and have established a council composed of youth, women, intellectuals, experts, military personnel, ethnic and religious minorities, and activists from inside and outside Iran.

We are determined to resolve the political and social problems of Iran and we have no doubt that first we have to overthrow the theocratic and terrorist regime. We believe that due to the state terror and repressive conditions in Iran, our struggles have to be only semi-public.

Goals and Platform of the “National Coalition Council of Iran”:

1. All-embracing and practical organizing for abolishing the terrorist theocratic Islamic regime and all its anti-people and repressive organs;

2. Establishing a provisional and transitional government with the following platform:

a. the complete separation of religion and state while respecting the religious beliefs of the people;

b. immediate freedom of political prisoners and creating conditions for the voluntary return of exiles and immigrants to Iran;

c. implement the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant conventions;

d. the creation of legal security, and guaranteeing individual liberties and social freedom, freedom of political parties and mass media;

e. creating the conditions for fundamental reforms in political, cultural, educational, judicial, economic, and bureaucratic institutions of the country;

f. bringing freedom and security, so that the freely elected representatives of the people could form a constituent assembly where they can write a new constitution that would establish parliamentary democracy, individual and social liberties, secular government, equal rights between men and women; and equal rights for ethnic, religious and social minorities;

g. Holding open trials with international observers and international media for the top leaders of the Islamic Republic and others responsible for terrorist activities and massacres of the Iranian people inside and outside Iran;

h. friendship with all the peoples of the world and establishing diplomatic relations with all the government of the world based on the UN Charter and mutual respect;

i. hold free elections and a peaceful transition to a government chosen by the people.

The organizers of the “National Coalition Council of Iran” believe that due to historical ties and cultural and ethnic connections, and intertwining of language, and customs with other nations of the Middle east and Central Asia, the Iranian people will play a leading role in bringing about peaceful coexistence and economic and political cooperation.   The Council for the Liberation of Iran is taking steps in the path which in the ancient and rich culture of Iran, we can help form a strong and democratic government that will play a constructive role in the democratization in Iran and in the region and take major steps to realize peace and security in the region and help the flourishing of relations with the civilized countries of the world.

We also believe that the future democratic government of Iran should genuinely assist the people and government of Afghanistan in bringing stability, security and reconstruction of their country.

The Program for Action and Preparation for Changing Political Power in Iran (Between the Next 2 Years):

First Phase

1. The organizing of a radio or television station, which would reflect the views of the Iranian democratic opposition and would neutralize the reactionary and terrorist propaganda of the ruling terrorist regime in Iran; expose the reactionary and terrorist nature of the terrorist theocratic ruling regime, and teach and inform the people about establishing a democratic system, teach about how to organize, and conduct the struggle, oppose violence and terrorism, organize the people for collective struggle, make public calls for mass rallies and nation-wide strikes, spread the democratic demands of the people, publicize policies to build Iran in future and other necessary issues;

2. Extend the network inside Iran among various social strata, as well as organize Iranian intellectuals and experts outside Iran to help support the struggle of the people and prepare plans to reconstruct Iran;

3. Meet with democratic politicians, parties and governments in the world and explain the condition in Iran to them and introduce the democratic opposition to them and create understanding and establish a dialogue with them to get support for the democratic struggles of the Iranian people;

4. Hold international conferences in the US and Europe with democratic politicians and parties in order to establish dialogue and find collective policies to “foster democratic changes in the region” “create Middle East peace” and “fight against extremism and terrorism” in the Middle East;

5. Greater unity among Iranian democratic forces inside and outside Iran.

The Second Phase

6. Rebuilding political and organizational networks inside Iran to create a strong democratic and organization & leadership in the country;

7. Build resistance cells among various social strata o and prepare them for mass rallies and mass strikes.

The Third Phase

8. Coordinate the struggles of the people around the country and prepare the armed forces of country for joining mass opposition movement;

9. Take over the official and propaganda centers of the regime; arrest the leaders and supporters of the regime;

10. Establish the provisional government and take control from the Islamic extremist in Iran.
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